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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, MASS, AG, MO, SP, SS 

SUBJ: SPANISH SAHARA: SPANISH SUPPLY ALGERIANS WITH INEORMATION 
ON MAP IN MOROCCO. 

1. DURING CONVERSATION WITH MOHAMED ABERKANE, EOREIGN MINISTRY 
DIRECTOR EUROPEAN AND NORTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS MORNING NOV. 7, 
ABOUT LIMITS OUR INFLUENCE WITH HASSAN, I ASKED HIM WHAT 
ALGERIANS EXPECTED US TO DO. HE SAID SHUT OEF ARMS 

SUPPLY. I REPLIED THAT MOROCCANS WERE IN EACT RECEIVING 
VERY LITTLE IN WAY OF ARMS FROM US AND WE WERE ONLY 
ONE OF SEVERAL SUPPLIERS. FRENCH AND SOVIETS WERE ALSO 
SELLING THEM WEAPONS. 

2. ABERKANE REPLIED THAT HE UNDERSTOOK WE WERE BIGGEST 
SUPPLIER AND HAD SOLD OR GIVEN MOROCCANS $150 MILLION 
IN ARMS. HE THEN PRODUCED LEGAL-SIZED EOLDER WITH 
TYPEWRITTEN LIST, SEVERAL PAGES LONG, OF AMERICAN MILITARY 
QEQUIPMENT HELD BY MOROCCANS. HE SAID SPANIARDS HAD 
GIVEN LIST TO ALGERIANS. (PRESUME THIS WAS DURING 
MINISTER INTERIOR ABDELGHANI'S VISIT TO MADRID LAST 
WEEK.) HE PROCEEDED TO READ WHAT SOUNDED LIKE FAIRLY 
ACCURATE ACCOUNT OF AMERICAN EQUIPMENT, STARTING WITH 

25 M-48 TANKS, F-5'S AND C-47'S, AND ENDING UP WITH 
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3. 1 TOLD HIM DID NOT HAVE FIGURES EOR FMS CREDITS 
FOR CURRENT YEAR BUT THAT PROGRAM HAD AVERAGED ABOUT 
$15 MILLION PER YEAR FOR NUMBER OF YEARS AND THAT 
FIGURE OF $150 MILLION SHOULD BE APPLIED TO TEN- YEAR 
PERIOD. HE SAID THIS WAS NOT RPT NOT UNDERSTANDING 
ALGERINAS HAD EROM SPANIARDS. I POINTED OUT THAT 
AMERICAN EQUIPMENT HELD B MOROCCANS AND ENUMERATED BY 
HIM HARDLY AMOUNTED TO $150 MILLION AND THAT M-48'S 
AND E-5'S WERE DROP IN BUCKET COMPARED TO EQUIPMENT 
ALGERIANS HELD. 

4. COMMENT:QSPANISH PASSING POREGOING INPORMATION TO 
ALGERIANS NOT EXCATLY HELPFUL TO US HERE. PRESUME 
BOUMEDIENE'S REMARK TO ME YESTERDAY THAT QUOTE SOME 
CIRCLES UNQUOTE IN US HAVE PUT PRESSURE ON SPANIARDS TO 
SUPPORT MOROCCANS ON SAHARAN ISSUE ALSO ATTRIBUTABLE 
TO SPANISH SOURCES, AND SPANISH MAY ALSO HAVE TOLD 
ALGERIANS OF THEIR APPARENT CONVICTION THAT WE CAN 
STOP GREEN MARCH, THUS REINFORCING BOUMEDIENE'S 
DELUSIONS THAT RESPECT. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD WELCOME ANY GUIDANCE 
DEPARTMENT MIGHT HAVE AS TO HOW WE CAN DEAL WITH 
ALGERIANS ON ARMS ISSUE. DIFFICULT CONVINCE THEM 
SPANISH GIVING THEM BUM DOPE,PARTICULARLY SINCE I SEEM 
TO RECALL WE GAVE SPANIARDS INPORMATION ABOUT FMS 
PROGRAM IN MOROCCO ON ONE-TIME, EXCEPTIONAL BASIS, 

AND THEY SEEM TO HAVE PLOGGED IT TO ALGERIANS. WOULD 
APPRECIATE, HOWEVER, ANY CLARIFICATION/RECTIFICATION 
DEPARTMENT ABLE TO PROVIDE REGARDING DOLLARS 150 
MILLION FIGURE WHICH I COULD PASS TO ALGERIANS. 

PARKER 
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